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Synergies for
Green Growth
A Horizontal Approach to
Cooperation on Circular Economy and
Green Growth in the Mediterranean

A circular economy is ‘where the value of
products, materials and resources is maintained in the economy for as long as possible,
and the generation of waste minimised’.
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The Circular Economy White Papers present the
contributions of the Interreg MED Green
Growth community and their efforts in transitioning
towards a circular economy in the Mediterranean, in
the areas of :

The Interreg MED Green Growth community has
created four Thematic Working Groups as a tool
for collaboration and communication within its 14
modular projects to aid in the quality, efficiency,
scalability and replicability of the project results.

Resource Efficiency
Green and Smart Public Services
Waste Prevention and Management
Competitiveness and Innovation

Setting Up Cooperation in the
Mediterranean with relation to
Green Growth and Circular
Economy
The Circular Economy Model is often referred to as
an umbrella concept that incorporates key sustainability
strategies related to economic growth. In order for the
full realisation of a circular economic model, processes
supporting Green Growth—those that consist of increasing resource efficiency and decreasing negative environmental impacts—must be implemented.
The specific objectives of the Interreg MED Green
Growth community are:
• The creation of a solid community that acts as a hub to
collect project results, disseminate and capitalise them.
• Upgrading Green Growth community networks
• Capitalisation and transfer activities to outreach the
project results and potential replication of projects to
other countries.

To achieve the objectives of the MED Green Growth
programme a horizontal approach undertaken by the
SYNGGI project was devised to addresses issues within
the Green Growth concept in a cross-cutting manner.
Within the Med Green Growth Community, four Thematic Working Groups (TWGs) were established with
the purpose of facilitating systematic technical cooperation, synergies and joint work within the community.
The themes were established in alignment with the EU
Circular Economy Action Plan’s indicator framework for
monitoring the progress towards a Circular Economy.
Interreg MED’s SYNGGI project https://green-growth.
interreg-med.eu has created the Thematic Working
Groups as a tool for collaboration and communication
amongst all project partners and stakeholders to aid in
the quality, efficiency, scalability and replicability of the
modular projects.
The 14 Modular Projects of the MED Green Growth
community were organised into the four themes of
• TWG 1: Resource Efficiency
• TWG 2: Green and Smart Public Services
• TWG 3: Waste Management
• TWG 4: Competitiveness and Innovation.

SUCCES FACTORS
Quadruple Helix: The horizontal project included a vast
community of partners that combined a very specific
combination of expertise of technical and communication backgrounds coupled with extensive experience in
working towards innovation.
Regional Goals: The approach has been successful
in addressing specific needs within the Mediterranean region relative to Green Growth, including MED area target
strategies, EU policies, Green Growth priorities, and
environmental policies.

THE FOUR THEMATIC WORKING GROUPS
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY

Projects:
ARISTOIL, CREAINNOVATION, EMBRACE, FINMED,
GRASPINO, GREENOMED, REINWASTE
Relevant CE indicators:
private investments, jobs and gross value added, patents
Main targets:
technological and methodological innovation, green jobs,
patents, industrial symbiosis

SYNGGI
SMART AND GREEN PUBLIC SERVICES
WASTE PREVENTION & MANAGEMENT

Partnership Structure and Expertise: The management structure of a Steering Committee, Communication
team and Green Growth Excellence team, was seen as a
highly successful governance structure to coordinate
Green Growth initiatives.

CALL TO ACTION

The Interreg MED Green Growth community’s
SYNGGI project has exemplified the benefits of applying
an interdisciplinary and horizontal structure to Green
Growth initiatives. As a result, the community is urging
that the project be used as a model and a motivation
for future cooperative efforts towards achieving Green
Growth and implementing a Circular Economy, not just
within Med region but also on a global scale.
The European Commission and EU Member States
• To promote multifaceted and horizontal approaches
in forthcoming initiatives as a key to achieve circularity
systems in Green Growth projects.

• To support quadruple helix approaches within transversal projects in order to address multi-stakeholder levels.

Projects:
CAMARG, ESMARTCITY, MADRE, MED GREENHOUSES, PEFMED,
REINWASTE
Relevant CE indicators:
EU self-sufﬁciency for raw materials, waste generation
Main targets:
energy efﬁciency, sustanable production & comsumption, market uptake
of eco-innovative pattners & zero-m products, greener supply chains,
prevention of waste generation, food safety, smart city paradigm

COMPETITIVITIES & INNOVATON

Projects:
REINWASTE, RE-LIVE WASTE
Relevant CE indicators:
waste generation, overall recycling rates, recycling
rates of speciﬁc waste
Main targets:
Bio-waste, Organic waste, Inorganic waste, Key
Enabling Technologies, Best Available Technologies

Projects:
ESMART CITY, GRASPINNO, GREENMIND
Relevant CE indicators:
green public procurement
Main targets:
capacity building of PAs and SMEs, urban ICT

Regional and local authorities in the Mediterranean
• To develop action plans and programmes that incentivize the uptake of demand-driven solutions from modular projects in the area of Circular Economy and Green
Growth.
• To adopt and promote the circularity paradigm shift.
SMEs

• To engage in innovation networks and clusters and
share knowledge and experiences on best practices and
solutions to adopt circular approaches.
• To participate in transversal and multidisciplinary projects to support public authorities and academia in their
efforts towards a green and circular economy at local
and regional levels.
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